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What is Honolulu Rail Transit? 
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How does rail transit help reduce traffic congestion? 
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What are the goals of Honolulu Rail Transit? 
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of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006.  
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How much will it cost to build, and how will we pay for it? 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006.  



 

 

“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Examination of Fixed Guideway Minimum 
Operable Segment (MOS) Options.”  Department of Transportation Services, City and 
County of Honolulu, January 29, 2007. 
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Is Honolulu “too small” for rail transit? 
“Commuter Rail Transit Ridership Report: Second Quarter 2008.” American Public 

Transportation Administration, September 8, 2008.   
Davis, Judy S. and Samuel Seskin, “Effects of Urban Density on Rail Transit.”  Land Lines. 
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How much will operations and maintenance cost? 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006.  
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Examination of Fixed Guideway Minimum 

Operable Segment (MOS) Options.”  Department of Transportation Services, City and 
County of Honolulu, January 29, 2007.  

Cost of annual tire replacement and annual operational budget of TheBus provided by Oahu 
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Why was steel-wheel technology chosen for Honolulu? 
“Independent Technology Selection Panel Report.”  Honolulu Independent Technology Selection 

Panel, February 22, 2008.   
Supplier responses to “System Characteristics Questionnaire Notice to Fixed Guideway Vehicle 

Suppliers Request for Information (RFI 001).” City and County of Honolulu, December 
11, 2007.   



 

 

Tober, Ron, Chair of the Honolulu Independent Technology Selection Panel. “Investing in 
Honolulu’s Future with Rail Rapid Transit.”  

 
Graphic: Comparison of Mass Transit Options 
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Panel, February 22, 2008. 
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Suppliers Request for Information (RFI 001).” City and County of Honolulu, December 
11, 2007.   

Tober, Ron, Chair of the Honolulu Independent Technology Selection Panel. “Investing in 
Honolulu’s Future with Rail Rapid Transit.” 

 
How will we pay for operations and maintenance? 
“Fiscal Year 2008 Adopted Operating Budget (Ord. 07-24).” City and County of Honolulu, June 

20, 2007.   
“Fiscal Year 2008 Proposed Operating Budget.” City and County of Honolulu, February 28, 

2007.   
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 
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Will rail transit construction increase property taxes? 
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2007.   
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006.  
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Operable Segment (MOS) Options.”  Department of Transportation Services, City and 
County of Honolulu, January 29, 2007.   
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Where will Honolulu Rail Transit go? 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006.  
Ordinance 07-001, “Selection of the Locally Preferred Alternative.”  City Council, City and 

County of Honolulu, January 6, 2007.   



 

 

“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Examination of Fixed Guideway Minimum 
Operable Segment (MOS) Options.”  Department of Transportation Services, City and 
County of Honolulu, January 29, 2007.   

Resolution 07-039, FD1 (C), “Approving the Minimum Operable Segment (MOS) for the 
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project.”  City Council, City and County of 
Honolulu, February 27, 2007. 

 
How loud will rail transit be? 
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Graphic: Route Map 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 
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Honolulu, February 27, 2007.  

 
Graphic: Projected Rail Travel Times 
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“Noise.  How transit measures up.”  Sound Transit, January, 1999. 
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How will Rail Transit help me if I don’t live along the route? 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006. 
Weyrich, Paul M. and William S. Lind, “How Transit Benefits People Who Do Not Ride It: A 

Conservative Inquiry.”  The Free Congress Foundation, October 2003.  
 
 



 

 

How will property owners along the route be affected? 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006. 
“The Effect of Rail Transit on Property Values: A Summary of Studies.” Parsons Brinckerhoff, 

2001. 
“Transit Resource Guide: Rail Transit and Property Values.” American Public Transportation 

Association, February 2003. 
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“Missing the Train: How the Bush Administration’s Transportation Proposal Threatens Jobs, 

Commutes, and Public Transit Ridership.” Sierra Club, 2004. 
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Why don’t we just add more buses? 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006. 
Morton, Roger. “Integrated Bus-Rail System Is Best Answer.” The Honolulu Advertiser. June 5, 

2007. 
 
How will rail transit benefit Hawaii’s economy? 
“Assessment of the Potential Fiscal Impacts of Existing and Proposed Transit-Oriented 

Development in the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Service Area.” Dallas Area Rapid Transit, 
November, 2007.  

Camph, Donald H. “Dollars and Sense: The Economic Case for Public Transportation in 
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“The Effect of Rail Transit on Property Values: A Summary of Studies.” Parsons Brinckerhoff, 
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Why will the tracks be elevated? 
“Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project: Alternatives Analysis Report.” Department 

of Transportation Services, City and County of Honolulu, November 1, 2006. 
“Technical Resources: The Transportation Planning Capacity Building.” U.S. Department of 

Transportation, Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit Administration.   
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Will rail transit attract riders in Honolulu? 
“Public Transit Ridership Surges in Second Quarter.” American Public Transportation 

Administration (news release), September 9, 2008. 
“Ridership boom good sign for Oahu’s rail system.” Honolulu Advertiser, May 14, 2008. 



 

 

“Transit Ridership Report Second Quarter 2008.” American Public Transportation 
Administration, September 8, 2008. 

 
Graphic: Saving Money by Riding Mass Transit 
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Why is rail transit considered eco-friendly? 
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