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The Problem

ÁThe Phoenix metro area has the 16th largest population 
in the country, but the transit system is only the 26th.

ÁRoadway construction will not keep up with 
population and travel growth.

ÁMaricopa County gains 
1 million new people 
per decade.

ÁInfrastructure has not 
kept pace with growth.



Continued Population Growth 
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Travel Increasing 

Faster Than Population
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Light Rail Moves More People



1989: ValTrans ðRegional

1994: Proposition 400 ðRegional

1996: Proposition 400 ðTempe

1997: Proposition 1 ðPhoenix

1997: Proposition 1 ðScottsdale

1998: Question #1 ðChandler

1998: Quality of Life Tax ðMesa

2000: Proposition 2000 ðPhoenix

2001: Proposition 402 ðGlendale

2004: Proposition 400 ðRegional

Transit Election History



ÁMaricopa Association of Governments (MAG)
ÁDevelops the Regional Transportation Plan

ÁTravel demand forecasting

ÁRegional Public Transportation Authority 

(Valley Metro RPTA)
ÁOperates regional bus service

ÁSub-regional planning and project development for bus 
services

ÁValley Metro Rail (METRO)
ÁOperates light rail system

ÁLight rail/high capacity transit sub-regional planning and 
project development

Regional Transit Agencies



Valley Metro Rail, Inc.
METRO

ÁFormed in October 2002

ÁPurpose- plan, design, 

construction and operate the 

METRO light rail system, 

including future extensions

ÁMembers include



20-Mile Light Rail Line


