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...the bridge between east and west... more than sun, 

sand, sea and the spirit of Aloha... a great place to 

vacation as well as do business... I still believe that 

we could still promote ourselves as the Geneva of the 

Pacific

Mufi Hannemann

Interview with Monocle Weekly Magazine

Honolulu Today

Globally cities are increasingly focusing on liveability as a 

means to achieve sustainable development
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Mercer's 2009 Quality of Living Survey

1st Vienna, Austria

2nd Zurich, Switzerland

3rd Geneva, Switzerland

4th Vancouver, Canada

4th Auckland, New Zealand

29th Honolulu ... and the highest in the US

Honolulu Today
How Liveable is Honolulu?





2008 US City 

Rankings by 

SustainLane

ranked the 50 

most populous 

US cities

17th Honolulu

Honolulu Today
How Sustainable is Honolulu?



EDN Urban Environment 

Report ranked Honolulu out of 

72 US Cities:

38th for Mean Travel Time to Work

69th for % of Average Cost of 

Living spent on Transportation

Honolulu Today
The detail shows a worse picture 



Honolulu Today

Petroleum provides 

nearly nine-tenths 

of all the energy 

consumed in 

Hawaii 

The largest 

consumer of 

energy is 

transportation



Honolulu Transit 
Transit improving liveability & sustainability



Honolulu Today
The disconnect between perception & reality 

Perceived Paradise Urban Reality



The need for Transit

Chicago



Vision





Honolulu Transit

The need for transit is established.

The technology - elevated rail - is determined.

The route is planned.

Now to decide how to integrate it into the city to leverage the 

benefits of transit for Honoluluôs communities



At grade - Divisive



Grade Separated - connected




