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Sound Transit: 

the regional mass transit provider

Light rail testing in Rainier Valley



High Capacity Regional Transit

ÅST Express bus 

ÅSounder commuter rail

ÅLink light rail 

ÅCommunity connections

Complement local transit service 

Improve HOV system

Common fare system

Sound Move - 1996



ST Ridership

Å System-wide: 56,000   rides per 
day, up 17%

Å Sounder carried 2.6 million in 2008.

Å ST Express 12.5 million.

Å Tacoma Link 930,000

Å56,000 avg. daily 

boardings in 2008

Åup 17% from 2007

ÅSounder commuter 

rail: July õ08up 38% 

compared to July õ07

+21,000 avg. daily 

boardings in 2009 

with Central Link



ÅFlexible technology: 

at-grade, tunnel and elevated

ÅDedicated right-of-way (no traffic jams)

ÅConnects housing & job centers set by 

regional land use plans

ÅNo new park-and-ride lots in Seattle 

ÅKing County to re-allocate bus service 

ÅRegional fare payment system

STõs Link light rail system



Kinkishariyo vehicles
ÅDesign-Build contract

Å$139 million

Å35 cars

Each caré
Å200 passengers, 74 seated

Å105,000 pounds

Å95 feet long, 12.5 feet high, 8.7 feet wide

STõs light rail vehicles



Sound Move
Link light rail plan



OPENS JULY 18!

Å14 miles, 12 stations 

Å$2.4 billion capital budget

ÅFunding: 
Å0.3% MVET

Å0.4% retail sales 

Å$500 million FTA grant

ÅOperating Budget

Å$21.8 million for 2009

Å$38.7 million for 2010

Central Link



Extension ð

Airport Link

ÅOpens December 2009

Å2 miles, 1 stations 

Å$269 million capital budget



Extension ð

University Link
Å$1.9 billion capital budget

Å$813 million FTA grant

**Highest rating from FTA

ÅNo new taxes

ÅTriples system ridership

ÅOpens 2016



Central Link ðtunnel portions



Central Link ðat-grade portions



Central Link ðelevated portions

Tukwila Mount Baker


